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how far this feeling should guide the country's
policy. "Washington decided that the only safe
policy for the new nation was one of strict neutral-
ity, 'and time has justified his conclusion. But
Jefferson retired in disgust from the government,
and the Federalists soon obtained full control. At
the end of his second term Washington declined
re-election, and John Adams was chosen president.
He inherited not only Washington's policy "but his
official advisers, who looked to Hamilton, though
he was no longer in the cabinet, as the head of the
party. Washington's firm hand withdrawn, the
country rapidly drifted toward Avar with France,
whose government insulted the Americans by de-
manding money as the price of peace. A provisional
army was set on foot with Washington at its head.
But an opening presenting itself, Adams renewed
negotiations for peace, and Napoleon, now at the
head of the French government, concluded them.
This was perhaps the most high-minded and pat-
riotic act of John Adams' whole career; but it
lost him the support of his party.

Among the acts of the Federalist majority at this
period were the Alien and Sedition Laws, giving the
government for a limited period power to deal
with foreigners resident in the country, and with
those who publicly opposed the acts of the govern-
ment. It happened that most of the Bepublican
(q.v.) or Jeffersonian journalists were foreigners,
and the Republicans, declaring these acts aimed
against themselves and their friends, caused the
legislatures of Kentucky and 'Virginia to pass
resolutions setting forth the particularist theories
as opposed to the nationalist theory of the Federal-
ists. But there the matter rested.

In the election of 1800 the nominees of the
Kepublican party obtained the majority of the
electoral vote. Each elector then voted for
two persons without specifying which was his
choice for president, and Jefferson and Burr had
an equal number of votes. No man ever doubted
that Jefferson was the person intended to be
president. It became the duty of the House of
Representatives, in which the Federalists had
a majority,, to designate which should be presi-
dent. In their desperation and hatred of Jeffer-
son they determined to elect Burr. In this they
failed; but by thus attempting to thwart the
will of the people the Federalist party lost the
confidence of the people and sank into comparative
insignificance. The contest also resulted in an
amendment of the constitution, empowering the
electors to vote for one man as president and
another man as vice-president Jefferson once in
power outlined a nolicy of economy and reform.
He immediately did away with the ceremonial
of oiiicial intercourse which had meant so much to
Washington and Adams. The one great accom-
plishment of his two administrations was the pur-
chase of Louisiana, or the western part of the basin
of the Mississippi, from France (1803) for about
15 million dollars. This purchase was plainly not
authorised by the constitution ; and, indeed, for
a time Jefferson thought an amendment would be
necessary. In 1812 the southern end of this great
acquisition was admitted to the Union as the state
of Louisiana.

With the renewal of the war bet ween England
and France in 1803 came a renewal of the troubles
of the United States, now the only neutral nation
possessing ships. In the course of time England
declared the ports of western Europe blockaded,
while Napoleon on his side issued decrees declaring
the ports of the Continent closed to English ships
and produce, and to ships which had touched at
English ports (see CONTINENTAL SYSTEM). To
these restrictions Jefferson opposed only counter
restrictions, so that the carrying trade was attacked

from three directions at once. Portions of the
country were ruined, and Jefferson closed his second
term, by abdication in 1809, amid difficulties of the
most seiious kind at home and abroad.
James Madison of Virginia, long Jefferson's
light-hand man, succeeded him, and was re-elected
.n 1812. The irritation against the foreigners now
increased rather than diminished. "With England
bhere was still another cauae of dissatisfaction.
England claimed and exercised the right to search
American vessels for deserters from the English
navy and for other British subjects. There were
without doubt many deserters, but the right of
search was founded on a wrong principle, and
besides it was impossible to distinguish between
an American and an Englishman. Thousands of
Americans were seized and forced to fight for Eng-
land. Congress was now in the control of a party
eager for war with England, and war was begun
in 1812. The Americans attempted to invade
Canada by the line of Lake Champlain and of
the St Lawrence valley, and were driven back.
On the water, however, the Americans were almost
uniformly successful, the frigates Constitution^
President, and United States capturing English
vessels of their own class. On the other hand, an
English ship, the Shannon, captured the American
frigate Chesapeake off the harbour of Boston. In
August 1814 the British captured the city of Wash-
ington, burned and destroyed the jmblic buildings
there, and attacked the city of Baltimore, but were
driven back. In December 1814 this war was con-
cluded by the treaty of Ghent, which was signed
twenty-five days before General Jackson repelled a
most gallant attack of the British on New Orleans.
No mention was made of the right of search, or
of impressment in the treaty, but they were given
up. On the whole, this * Second War of inde-
pendence ' was a good thin^ for the United States,
as it made strongly for nationality, and convinced
even the most ardent friend of England of the Tin-
desirability of an English connection.
Madison's successor was James Monroe, another
Virginian, of moderate abilities, but well fitted to
lead the country at a time of complete cessation of
party strife, known as the cera of good feeling.3
In 1819 the United States acquired East and
West Florida, or all of Spanish America east of
the Mississippi, at the same time abandoning what-
ever claims she had to Texas, California, and New
Mexico. Monroe's name is also associated with
the formal announcement to foreign powers of the
American idea of the separation of American and
European politics. This was not a new idea in any
sense, but the first complete enunciation of it was
by Monroe, and it is hence known as the 'Monroe
Doctrine'(see MONROE).
With the end of Monroe's administration came
an end to the good feeling. The Democratic party
became split into factions, each following a leader,
John Quincy Adams, Jackson, Clay, Crawford,
or Calhoun. No one received a majority of the
electoral vote, though Jackson headed the poll.
Nevertheless the friends of Adams and Clay in
congress united and elected Adams, who now
appointed Clay Secretary of State; and charges of
corrupt bargains between *the Puritan and the
Blackleg* were freely made. There is no evidence
of corruption, and the House of ^Representatives
had a perfect right to elect Adams; neverthe-
less he began his term of office under many dis-
advantages. This was the period of the so-called
American system of a high protective tariff, com-
bined with internal improvements, such as the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, begun at this time.
Adams, who was cold and conscientious, refused
to use the federal patronage to build up a party
devoted to his interests. On the other hand,